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days after receipt of the written notifi-
cation of the adverse determination;
however, an extension may be granted
if the awardee can show good cause
why an extension is warranted.

(c) Decision. If the NIFA decision on
the appeal is adverse to the awardee or
if an awardee’s request for review is re-
jected, the awardee then has the option
of submitting a request to the NIFA
Office of Grants and Financial Manage-
ment (OGFM) Deputy Director for fur-
ther review. The decision of the NIFA
Office of Grants and Financial Manage-
ment (OGFM) Deputy Director is con-
sidered final.

[74 FR 45740, Sept. 4, 2009, as amended at 79
FR 76001, Dec. 19, 2014]

§3430.63 Expiring appropriations.

(a) NIFA awards supported with agency
appropriations. Most NIFA awards are
supported with annual appropriations.
On September 30th of the 5bth fiscal
year after the period of availability for
obligation ends, the funds for these ap-
propriations accounts expire per 31
U.S.C. 1552 and the account is closed,
unless otherwise specified by law.
Funds that have not been drawn
through DHHS-PMS, ASAP, or other
electronic payment system by the
awardee or disbursed through any
other system or method by August 31st
of that fiscal year are subject to be re-
turned to the U.S. Department of the
Treasury after that date. The August
31st requirement also applies to awards
with a 90-day period concluding on a
date after August 31st of that fifth
year. Appropriations cannot be re-
stored after expiration of the accounts.
More specific instructions are provided
in the NIFA award terms and condi-
tions.

(b) NIFA awards supported with funds
from other Federal agencies (reimbursable
funds). NIFA may require that all
draws and reimbursements for awards
supported with reimbursable funds
(from other Federal agencies) be com-
pleted prior to June 30th of the 5th fis-
cal year after the period of availability
for obligation ends to allow for the
proper billing, collection, and close-out
of the associated interagency agree-
ment before the appropriations expire.
The June 30th requirement also applies
to awards with a 90-day period con-

§3430.201

cluding on a date after June 30th of
that fifth year. Appropriations cannot
be restored after expiration of the ac-
counts. More specific instructions are
provided in the NIFA award terms and
conditions.

Subpart F—Specialty Crop
Research Initiative

§3430.200 Applicability of regulations.

The regulations in this subpart apply
to the program authorized under sec-
tion 412 of the Agricultural Research,
Extension, and Education Reform Act
of 1998 (7 U.S.C. 7632).

§3430.201 Purpose.

(a) Focus areas. The purpose of this
program is to address the critical needs
of the specialty crop industry by devel-
oping and disseminating science-based
tools to address needs of specific crops
and their regions, including the fol-
lowing five focus areas:

(1) Research in plant breeding, genet-
ics, genomics, and other methods to
improve crop characteristics, such as—

(i) Product, taste, quality, and ap-
pearance;

(ii) Environmental responses and tol-
erances;

(iii) Nutrient management, including
plant nutrient uptake efficiency;

(iv) Pest and disease management,
including resistance to pests and dis-
eases resulting in reduced application
management strategies; and

(v) Enhanced phytonutrient content.

(2) Efforts to identify and address
threats from pests and diseases, includ-
ing threats to specialty crop polli-
nators.

(3) Efforts to improve production effi-
ciency, handling and processing, pro-
ductivity, and profitability over the
long term (including specialty crop
policy and marketing).

(4) New innovations and technology,
including improved mechanization and
technologies that delay or inhibit rip-
ening.

(5) Methods to prevent, detect, mon-
itor, control, and respond to potential
food safety hazards in the production
and processing of specialty crops, in-
cluding fresh produce.

(b) Other. NIFA will award research
and extension, including integrated,
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§3430.202

grants to eligible institutions listed in
§3430.203. In addition to the focus areas
identified in this section, NIFA may in-
clude additional activities or focus
areas that will further address the crit-
ical needs of the specialty crop indus-
try. Some of these activities or focus
areas may be identified by stakeholder
groups or by NIFA in response to
emerging critical needs of the specialty
crop industry.

(c) In addition to SCRI grants, NIFA
will make competitive research and ex-
tension grants under the Emergency
Citrus Disease Research and Extension
program (see §3430.209).

[74 FR 45740, Sept. 4, 2009, as amended at 81
FR 6414, Feb. 8, 2016]

§38430.202 Definitions.

(a) The definitions applicable to the
program under this subpart include:

Integrated project means a project
that incorporates the research and ex-
tension components of the agricultural
knowledge system around a problem
area or activity.

Specialty crop means fruits and vege-
tables, tree nuts, dried fruits, and hor-
ticulture and nursery crops (including
floriculture).

Trans-disciplinary means a multi-dis-
cipline approach that brings biological
and physical scientists together with
economists and social scientists to ad-
dress challenges in a holistic manner.

(b) The following definitions apply to
§3430.209:

Citrus means edible fruit of the fam-
ily Rutaceae, including any hybrid of
such fruits and products of such hy-
brids that are produced for commercial
purposes in the United States.

Citrus producer means any person
that is engaged in the domestic produc-
tion and commercial sale of citrus in
the United States.

[74 FR 45740, Sept. 4, 2009, as amended at 81
FR 6414, Feb. 8, 2016]

§3430.203 Eligibility.

Eligible applicants for the grant pro-
gram implemented under this subpart
include: Federal agencies, national lab-
oratories; colleges and universities (of-
fering associate’s or higher degrees);
research institutions and organiza-
tions; private organizations or corpora-

7 CFR Ch. XXXIV (1-1-20 Edition)

tions; State agricultural experiment
stations; individuals; and groups con-
sisting of 2 or more entities identified
in this sentence.

§3430.204 Project types and priorities.

(a) For each RFA, NIFA may develop
and include the appropriate project
types and focus areas (in addition to
the five focus areas identified in
§3430.201) based on the critical needs of
the specialty crop industry as identi-
fied through stakeholder input and
deemed appropriate by NIFA. In mak-
ing awards for this program, NIFA will
give higher priority to projects that
are multistate, multi-institutional,
and multidisciplinary; and include ex-
plicit mechanisms to communicate the
results to producers and the public.

(b) In awarding grants under
§3430.208, priority will be given to
grants that address the research and
extension priorities established pursu-
ant to section 1408A of the National
Agricultural Research, Extension, and
Teaching Policy Act of 1977 (7 U.S.C.
3123a).

[74 FR 45740, Sept. 4, 2009, as amended at 81
FR 6414, Feb. 8, 2016]

§3430.205

(a) Prohibition against construction.
Funds made available under this sub-
part shall not be used for the construc-
tion of a new building or facility or the
acquisition, expansion, remodeling, or
alteration of an existing facility (in-
cluding site grading and improvement,
and architect fees).

(b) Indirect costs. Subject to §3430.54,
indirect costs are allowable.

Funding restrictions.

§3430.206 Matching requirements.

(a) Requirement. Grantees are re-
quired to provide funds or in-kind sup-
port from non-Federal sources in an
amount that is at least equal to the
amount provided by the Federal gov-
ernment. The matching contribution
must be provided from non-Federal
sources except when authorized by
statute. The matching requirements
under this subpart cannot be waived.

(b) Indirect costs. Use of indirect costs
as in-kind matching contributions is
subject to §3430.52.
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§3430.207

The term of a grant under this sub-
part shall not exceed 10 years.

[74 FR 45740, Sept. 4, 2009, as amended at 81
FR 6414, Feb. 8, 2016]

Duration of awards.

§3430.208 Review of applications.

In addition to the scientific peer re-
view (see §3430.33), NIFA will regularly
conduct a panel of specialty crop indus-
try representatives to review and rank
applications for merit, relevance and
impact.

[81 FR 6415, Feb. 8, 2016]

§3430.209 Emergency Citrus Disease
Research and Extension Program.

The purpose of this program is to
award competitive grants to:

(a) Conduct scientific research and
extension activities, technical assist-
ance, and development activities to
combat citrus diseases and pests, both
domestic and invasive, which pose im-
minent harm to the United States cit-
rus production and threaten the future
viability of the citrus industry, includ-
ing huanglongbing and the Asian Cit-
rus Psyllid; and

(b) Provide support for the dissemi-
nation and commercialization of rel-
evant information, techniques, and
technologies discovered pursuant to re-
search and extension activities funded
through—

(1) The emergency citrus disease re-
search and extension program; or

(2) Other research and extension
projects intended to solve problems
caused by citrus production diseases
and invasive pests.

[81 FR 6415, Feb. 8, 2016]

Subpart G—Agriculture and Food
Research Initiative

SOURCE: 75 FR 54761, Sept. 9, 2010, unless
otherwise noted.

§3430.300 Applicability of regulations.

The regulations in this subpart apply
to the Agriculture and Food Research
Initiative (AFRI) authorized under sec-
tion 2(b) of the Competitive, Special,
and Facilities Research Grant Act (7
U.S.C. 450i(b)).

§3430.302

§3430.301 Purpose.

The purpose of this program is to
make competitive grants for funda-
mental and applied research, extension,
and education to address food and agri-
cultural sciences, as defined under sec-
tion 1404 of the National Agricultural
Research, Extension, and Teaching
Policy Act of 1977 (7 U.S.C. 3103).

§3430.302 Definitions.

The definitions applicable to the
competitive grant programs under this
subpart include:

Food and Agricultural Science En-
hancement (FASE) awards means fund-
ing awarded to eligible applicants to
strengthen science capabilities of
Project Directors, to help institutions
develop competitive scientific pro-
grams, and to attract new scientists
into careers in high-priority areas of
National need in agriculture, food, and
environmental sciences. FASE awards
may apply to any of the three agricul-
tural knowledge components (i.e., re-
search, education, and extension).
FASE awards include Pre- and
Postdoctoral Fellowships, New Investi-
gator grants, and Strengthening
grants.

Limited institutional success means in-
stitutions that are not among the most
successful universities and colleges for
receiving Federal funds for science and
engineering research. A list of success-
ful institutions will be provided in the
RFA.

Minority means Alaskan Native,
American Indian, AsianAmerican, Afri-
can-American, Hispanic American, Na-
tive Hawaiian, or Pacific Islander. The
Secretary will determine on a case-by-
case basis whether additional groups
qualify under this definition, either at
the Secretary’s initiative, or in re-
sponse to a written request with sup-
porting explanation.

Minority-serving institution means an
accredited academic institution whose
enrollment of a single minority or a
combination of minorities exceeds fifty
percent of the total enrollment, includ-
ing graduate and undergraduate and
full- and part-time students. An insti-
tution in this instance is an organiza-
tion that is independently accredited
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